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 Well, a lot has changed for everyone since 
the January 2020 edition of International Turfgrass. 
I hope everyone has been able to stay safe and 
healthy.  I had to return to work to pick up my old 
desktop computer (windows 7) to make this newsletter 
(adobe licence restrictions issue) but I realized that due 
to calendar renewals and security issues I had to change 
my password several times this spring and I could not 
remember the old password for that computer (I last used 
in January and had to remove from the network). I was 
slightly panicked as 3 incorrect entries results in a lock 
out.  After pondering what to do, I thought try plugging it 
back into the network and tricking it to using my current 
password.  It worked!

 I hope you will consider submitting an article for 
the next newsletter in September 2020.

I hope you enjoy the very good articles in this edition.

Sincerely,
Nathan R. Walker

• Update from ITSC 2021 Publishing and 
Scientific Program Committees

• 2021 ITRC Graduate Student Competition 
Information

• News from Japan
• Integrated Management of Pests on European 

Golf Courses
• STERF yearbook 2019
• COVID-19
• Why become an ITS Member?
• ITS Membership Application 
• ITS Board Members

Click here to join ITS

  Update from ITSC 2021 Publishing and Scientific Program 
Committees

By Trygve S. Aamlid, ITSRJ Editor-in-Chief and leader of ITSC 2021 publishing and scientific 
program committees

Continued on next page

Full papers for the ITSC must be submitted by 
the 1st of June!

Paper deadlines and review 
 As indicated in the January edition of ITS 
newsletter, we have almost 260 title/short abstract 
submissions for next year’s conference. The deadline 
for full paper submissions was set to 1 May. However, 
in early April,  I started to receive numerous requests 
for an extended deadline due to the Corona-situation. 
Because of the lock-down of many schools and 
universities, many authors were not able to write 
simply because they did not have access to their data!  
Others had to prioritize child-care and home-teaching 
as kindergardens and elementary schools were closed 
as well. 

 After consulting the ITS publishing committee 
and our collaborators at Wiley/ACSESS, on 10 April 
I sent an e-mail  to all corresponding authors that 

the deadline for full papers has been extended to the 
first (1) of June. Authors shall be aware that this is 
going to be a hard deadline, and nobody must count 
on further extensions. In the same E-mail, I also 
encouraged those not delayed by COVID-19  to 
stick to the original deadline and submit as early 
as possible in May in order to get reviews started. 

 So far, it seems that most authors have taken 
advantage of the extended deadline: Of 72 full papers 
expected as full paper submissions to ITSRJ, only 9 
have been received by 10 May. For Agronomy Journal 
and Crop Science, the situation is similar with only 
about 10% of the expected number of papers received 
by 10 May. 
 
Therefore, remember to submit your paper by 1 
June at: 
• https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itsrj for 

International Turfgrass Society Research Journal

http://www.turfsociety.com/membership/form.php
http://www.turfsociety.com/membership/form.php
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itsrj
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• https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/crop  for Crop 
Science (select ‘Special Issue - International 
Turfgrass Research Conference 2021)

• https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/agron   for 
Agronomy Journal  (select ‘Conference article 
- International Turfgrass Research Conference 
2021)

As of today, we expect no changes in the deadline 1 
Sep. for short communications / technical papers. 

Review
 Crop Science and Agronomy Journal 
have been informed about the anticipated flush of 
manuscripts by 1 June and have hopefully geared up 
their review capacity to handle this. As for ITSRJ, 
we have a good crew of 7 technical editors (TEs) 
and 33 associate editors (AEs) in addition to Doug 
Soldat (assistant editor) and myself.  Based on the 
early title submissions, the expected papers to ITSRJ 
have already been split among the TEs and we are 
therefore  able to assign them as soon as they are 
uploaded at the Scholar One platform.  From then on, 
the contact with corresponding author and decision 
about manuscripts is in the hands of the TEs. The 
selection of two reviewers for each paper is the 
responsibility of the AE, but the AE and reviewers 
shall remain anonymous to the authors. As Editor in 
Chief, I keep an eye on the process, but hopefully, 
only a few paper will come to my desk and mainly in 
the case of appeals.  

From the Program Committee
 The ITSC 2021 scientific program committee 
had it last meeting on 21 April 2020.  Since more than 
60 % of the those submitting titles have indicated 
they prefer oral to poster presentation, it was decided 
that we need to run three parallel conference sessions 
for a total of 12 sessions altogether.  Some of the oral 

presentations will be of ‘ordinary’ length (12 min. + 
3 min for questions / change of speaker), but most of 
them will  have to be limited to ‘Speed presentations’ 
(6 min + 1.5 min for questions / change of speaker). 
Within each session, poster presenters will be offered 
1 min / 1 slide presentation to attract people to their 
posters.   

The program committee further decided that three 
of the 12 sessions are going to be interdisciplinary 
focusing on 
1. Turfgrass Carbon and Water Balance 

(corresponding to the United Nations 
Development Goals (UNDG)  6: Clean Water and 
Sanitation, 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 13: 
Climate Actions)

2. Role of Turfgrass in providing Ecosystem 
Services (UNDG 3: Good Health and Well-being 
and 15: Life on land)   

3. Integrated Pest Management (UNDG 11: 
Sustainable Cities and Communities, and 12: 
Responsible Production and Consumption)

 A selection of complementary presentations 
for the interdiciplainary sessions will be suggested 
by the scientific program committee once the list 
of accepted papers is finalized in March 2021. The 
remaining sessions will follow traditional disciplines 
such as ‘Genetics and breeding’, ‘Plant physiology’, 
‘Weed biology and control’ etc.  As indicated by 
Paul Koch’s announcement in this newsletter, there 
will also be a separate session for the Student Award 
Competition. 

 ITS members and others are welcome to send 
suggestions for the scientific sessions and for the 
on-going review of manuscripts to trygve.aamlid@
nibio.no . 

   2021 ITRC Graduate Student Competition Information
By Dr. Paul Koch 

University of Wisconsin

Continued on next page

 A Graduate Student Competition will once 
again take place at the 2021 ITRC.  Competitions 
will be held for both oral and poster presentations and 
entrants will be divided into multiple categories based 
on their topic of research.  The top contestants in each 
category will receive a complimentary ITS student 
membership and a modest cash prize.  The presenting 
author of an accepted manuscript must be a graduate 
student at the time of the 2021 ITRC to be eligible 

for the competition. To enroll in the Graduate Student 
Competition, please click ‘I would like to enroll in 
the graduate student competition ’ while registering 
for the conference on the website (https://itrc2021.
org/). 

 In addition to the Graduate Student Oral and 
Poster Competition, there will again be multiple 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/crop
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/agron
mailto:trygve.aamlid%40nibio.no?subject=
mailto:trygve.aamlid%40nibio.no?subject=
https://itrc2021.org/
https://itrc2021.org/
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   News from Japan 
By Shoichi Kimura1, Shin Nakamura2 and Hideaki Tonogi3

1Toyo Green Company, 2Bayer Crop Science K.K
3Head, International Relations Committee, Japanese Society of turfgrass Science, and

Mitsui-Argo Business Co., Ltd

awards available to support student travel to the 2021 
ITRC.  In 2017 there were 22 awards issued totaling 
nearly $20,000 USD to students from the United 
States, Canada, Japan, and Europe. Travel support 
in 2021 will be based on the amount of funding 
available and the number of students that apply, and 
we expect to have more information on the level of 
support during the fall of 2020. 

 To apply for a student travel award, download 
and completely fill out the 2021 ITRC Student Travel 
Award Application available from the ITRC website 
(https://itrc2021.org/).  The application must include 
any abstracts to be presented at the 2021 ITRC, a 
1-page personal statement stating how attendance 
at the meeting will help the applicant achieve their 
career goals, and a signed statement from their major 
advisor verifying that they study turfgrass science 
and that they are currently in good academic standing 
at their respective institution.  

1. Utilization of turf in parks following 
recommendations by the Japanese Ministry of 
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism

 The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, 
Transport and Tourism, as a result of the “Discussion 
Meeting on Urban Diversity and Creation of 
Innovation” that we have been working on since 
February 2019, is implementing the “Machinaka 
Walkable Promotion Program (tentative name)”. We 
have concluded that we will promote the creation of 
spaces using greenery and grass as “utilization of the 
potential of turf in parks”. 

 Therefore, the Japanese Society of Turfgrass 
Science has decided to cooperate in organizing the 
possibilities (potential) of turf in parks and how they 
should be maintained and managed. In April 2020, 
the first version of the guideline was presented to 
enlighten people about the utilization of turf in city 
parks.

 At the 2020 Autumn Symposium of our 
Japanese Society of Turfgrass Science, the general 
theme is “How to use city parks under financial 
constraint and in a society with population decline, 
and the role that lawns play.” It is scheduled to be 

held on 19th to 21st of September in Toyama, and 
the Symposium has been entitled “The lawn where 
everyone gathers - What is its charm?”.  

 In order to share this effort, we will request that 
a technician from the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, 
Transport and Tourism gives a presentation and 
actively exchanges opinions with the participants.

 To be eligible for a travel award applicants 
must be a current student studying turfgrass science 
at the time of the 2021 ITRC and must be planning 
to present (oral or poster) at the 2021 ITRC.  
Applicants will be judged based primarily on their 
personal statement, the quality of their abstracts, and 
their involvement and leadership at their respective 
universities.  Applicants who have entered the 
Graduate Student Competition will receive priority 
for an award over those who have not.

 The completed application should be saved as 
a single PDF file and emailed to Paul Koch  (plkoch@
wisc.edu) by December 31st, 2020 at 11:59 PM.  Award 
recipients will be notified on approximately February 
1st, 2021.  Questions regarding the application process 
or the Graduate Student Oral and Poster Competition 
should be directed to Paul Koch at plkoch@wisc.edu 
or 608-262-6531.

Continued on next page

https://itrc2021.org/
mailto:plkoch%40wisc.edu?subject=
mailto:plkoch%40wisc.edu?subject=
mailto:plkoch%40wisc.edu?subject=ITS%20Graduate%20student%20competition


International Turfgrass Society - May 2020 Page 4

Continued on next page

 The park management system in Japan has 
changed drastically, and a new self-managed system 
has been introduced. To address whether “reduction 
of management costs and improvement of service” 
are possible, consideration will be made of the ideal 
way of “park and lawn” that city park users really 
want, the  evaluation methods to reach the objectives, 
and finally, what is achieved. 

2. Postponement of the International Turfgrass 
Seminar scheduled for 2 March 2020 at the 
communication Hall of Chiba University

 At ITS mid-board meeting in July 2019 in 
Copenhagen, I discussed with Tom Hsiang (ITS 
Director for Canada) the possibility of a visit to 
Japan. We arranged the visit for the end of February 
2020 with a presentation on March 1, as part of a day 
long International Turfgrass Seminar supported by 
Japanese Society of Turfgrass Science. At that time, 
we also planned to announce to the audience news 
about the 2025 ITRC meeting which will be held in 
Japan. The theme of the seminar was “Management 
of turfgrass diseases and fungicide resistance”, and 
three lecturers from Japan also were to talk about the 
trends regarding turfgrass diseases in Japan, including 

control programs, and actual on-site control methods.
Unfortunately, the seminar had to be cancelled 
because of concerns with COVID-19. The initial 
thought was to postpone the seminar and hold it 
alongside the annual meeting of the Japanese Society 
of Turfgrass Science in May 2020, but that meeting 
was also cancelled because of health concerns. The 
seminar has been rescheduled to February 2021.

   Integrated Management of Important Turfgrass Diseases and 
Insect Pests on European Golf Courses – the IPM project 2020-23

By Karin Juul Hesselsøe and Tatsiana Espevig
Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research (NIBIO Landvik)

 Norge, Norway

An introduction:
 From spring 2020 and the following three and 
a half years NIBIO Turfgrass Group will implement 
a project on IPM with focus on important turfgrass 
diseases and insect pests. This project is funded by 
STERF and The R&A, but also Netherlands Golf 
Federation, German Golf Association, Botaniska 
Analysgruppen in Sweden and the Danish 
Environmental Protection Agency are co-funding. 
The project has a broad European perspective 
comprising researchers from UK, Germany, Portugal, 
Russia, Denmark, Sweden, Finland and Norway.

 The research project investigates cultural 
practices and new technologies to manage important 
diseases namely microdochium patch and dollar 
spot with no or strongly reduced pesticide inputs. 
The control of insect pests namely chafer grubs and 
leather jackets will also be investigated in the project.

The results will be presented on ETSC 2022, 
annual BTME and published in Scandinavian and 
international greenkeeper magazines. 

What is IPM?
 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) refers to 
the integration of all available techniques for control 
of diseases, harmful insects and weeds that discourage 
the development of pest populations and keep the use 
of pesticides to levels that are economically justified 
and environmentally sustainable. This is the definition 
of IPM, which means that pesticides can be used only 
when all other management practices and alternatives 
have been considered. The countries involved in this 
project are through the EU directive on sustainable 
use of pesticides committed to implement strategies 
for integrated pesticide management.
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Continued on next page
Photo 1: UVC unit to prevent turfgrass diseases. 
Photo: Wolfgang Prãmãssing.

 IPM has for many years been one of STERF’s 
highest research priorities with a focus on: turfgrass 
species and cultivars for disease resistance and weed 
competition, knowledge on the biology of pest insects 
and safe use of pesticides.

 This IPM project will create new knowledge 
on the challenges of diseases and insect pests 
comprising trials and demonstrations on research 
premises and golf courses in the countries involved.

Microdochium patch and dollar spot
 To control these two most important turfgrass 
diseases on golf courses the IPM-project investigates 
the effect of cultural approaches such as rolling, 
UV-C radiation and alternative products against 
microdochium patch and dollar spot. Rolling has 
been shown to reduce dollar spot significantly, and 
newly published research has shown that rolling may 
reduce microdochium patch on annual bluegrass 
greens. The IPM-project will investigate the use of 
rolling on fescue/bent greens at Copenhagen Golf 
Club in Denmark. UV-radiation is a new technology 
to prevent diseases. It has been documented to have 
germicidal effects by causing damage to DNA in 
cell nuclei, thus available data show a strong effect 
of UV-C on the mycelial growth of turf diseases. 
The IPM-project will investigate the use of artificial 
produced UV-radiation to prevent both dollar spot 
and microdochium patch at Osnabrück Golf Club 
in Germany (Photo 1). In collaboration with the 
suppliers the project will investigate the effect of 
alternative products against microdochium patch and 
dollar spot at field trials on the research premises of 
NIBIO Landvik in Norway and of STRI in Bingley, 
UK.

 As dollar spot is still a new disease in the 
Nordic countries (Photo 2) the IPM-project will also 

Photo 2: Dollar spot. Photo: Tatsiana Espevig

focus on causal species for dollar spot and tests of 
seeds as a source for dollar spot distribution in Europe. 
In collaboration with researchers and companies 
from Russia and Finland the IPM-project investigates 
immunoassay for rapid identification of the fungi that 
causes microdochium patch and dollar spot in plant 
tissue. 

Chafer grubs and leather jackets
 As most registered pesticides against these 
insect pests have been banned in the EU, the need for 
alternatives to prevent attacks of June beetles (Photo 
3) and crane flies are growing. The IPM-project 
comprises a literature review of the management and 
potential innovation options of monitoring, warning 
and control of chafer grubs and leatherjackets on golf 
courses. 

Photo 3: The IPM -project also focus on June 
beetles. Photo: Preben Nielseng.

Collaborators and match funding
 This project is a concerted effort by 
researchers, greenkeepers and suppliers representing 
alternative products and technology in the Nordic 
countries, Germany, Netherlands and UK.
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Partners:
• NIBIO –STRI – Sport Turf Research Institute, 

Bingley, UK
• The Turf Disease Center, UK
• HS Osnabrück, Germany
• University of Algarve, Portugal
• University of Eastern Finland
• Copenhagen Golf Club, Denmark
• Osnabrück Golf Club, Germany
• VIZR – Russian Inst of Plant Protection
• Asbjorn Nyholt Aps, Denmark
• Botaniska Analysgruppen, Sweden
• Xema, Finland

Dissemination of results 

 The project will be disseminated through 
articles in national and international greenkeepers 
magazines and videos on STERF webpage and 
other media channels.  New IPM-fact sheets will be 
produced to provide greenkeepers and golf course 
managers with new knowledge for sustainable 
decision making.

 There are many indications that we will not 
have a restart after the COVID-19 crisis, instead we 
must expect and plan for a new start. All aspects of 
sustainability, environmental, economic, and social, 
will have higher priority after the COVID-19 crisis 
than ever before. Therefore, new knowledge built 
on research and science is crucial for supporting the 
turfgrass industry to meet new important challenges. 
These include the pressures from government demands 
for greater environmental regulation, the increasing 
pressure on natural resources (notably water, energy 
and land), the emerging role of turf management 
in sup¬porting ecosystem services and enhancing 
biodiversity, the continued need to promote integrated 
pest management, and the looming challenges posed 
by a changing climate, and urgent need to adapt. 
New knowledge is also necessary for the industry to 
contribute to the fulfilment of the 17 United Nations´ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out in 
Agenda 2030.

 In 2019 STERF had 13 ongoing projects 
focusing on sustainable development within the 
following strategically important areas: integrated 
pest management, sustainable water management, 
winter stress management, and multifunctional golf 
facilities and ecosystem services. Other important 
STERF activities were: the international seminar on 
sustainable use of pesticides in Oslo, the collaboration 
with The R&A on OnCourse 2030 Scandinavia, six 
new projects were started, and a number of handbooks, 
fact sheets, scientific and  popular scientific articles 
were published. 

   Plan for a New Start not a Restart – STERF yearbook 2019
By Maria Strandberg, ITS president, STERF, Sweden

 The yearbook and more information about 
STERF´s programmes, projects and activities can be 
found on www.sterf.org

 Please let us know if you have any questions 
or comments related to the yearbook. Your feedback 
on STERF’s ongoing projects and activities would be 
very valuable for us. Ideas of potential collaboration, 
new programmes and projects would also be 
interesting and inspiring.

http://www.sterf.org
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   Some Stories from Around the Globe Regarding the Impact of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

From Officers and Directors of ITRS
 In this article, which has many contributors, 
Officers and Directors of the Society were asked 
to share their comments about the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in their respective countries, 
communities, or on the turfgrass industry.  At this 
time (May 16, almost 88,000 deaths in the United 
States). What might we see in the September edition 
of this newsletter?  Hopefully good news.  Stay safe! 
Nathan R. Walker

 Here in Italy the COVID-19 situation is 
getting better and the lock down, started on March 8th 
is now less restricted.
 For instance, golf courses (not the club house) 
and the public parks in several regions are open 
starting from this week.  Since the lock down until 
now, it has been possible some basic maintenance, 
but at the moment all the facilities are carrying out 
full maintenance, always following the sanitary 
prescriptions.
 The activities with greater risk in closed space 
(schools, university rooms, cinema, theatre etc...) are 
still stopped. There was an increasing of lectures, 
courses, seminars and meetings by digital solution, 
which at the moment are the safest and only policy.
The possibility to travel is limited within the Region, 
excluding extraordinary needs. 
 The experimental plots at Universities 
are under minimal maintenance and with limited 
possibility of collecting data (maximum one rating 
per week). The only study with few problems is the 
research on robotic movers!  
 Generally speaking, we expect some 
improvement in the short time, probably starting from 
May 18th and then from June. 
 Italy is one of the first countries to have the 
COVID-19 problem, so we hope to be among the first 
to get out of it.  From March until now we have a 
very warm and dry weather, so the coming summer 
looks much closer and we would be ready for this 
wonderful season! 

From Italy
Contribution from Alessandro De 
Luca (Dated May 9)

From Spain
Contribution from Diego Gomez 
de Barreda (Dated April 19)

Hello everyone, hope you all are OK,

 Here in Valencia (Spain), we locked down 
very late, our government was more worried about 
silly small issues than for the Pandemic. We are stuck 
at home since last 13th March and our government 
yesterday prolonged the confinement until 10 May, 
but with several flexible measurements already. 
Children under 12 will be able to walk on the streets 
and I am sure I will be able to work outside without 
asking for special permissions. Now, we are working/
teaching from home (on-line) but I always go to my 
field trials at the University once a week to rate, mow, 
and so on. Golf courses are closed and management is 
being conducted with only few people. The Spanish 
Golf Royal Federation advised with just 1-2 fairway 
(Bermudagrass) mowing events per week and just 
3 bentgrass putting greens mowing events, which 
is not enough as bermudagrass is greening up very 
quickly and bentgrass needs thatch removal and other 
management that can’t be performed with this labor 
force shortage. Public parks and gardens at the City 
were declared not essential for the last month, so no 
mowing has been conducted since mid March. I hope 
that next week garden management will resume.

Unmowed grass in Valencia, Spain (April 25).

mailto:smagni%40agr.unipi.it?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
mailto:smagni%40agr.unipi.it?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
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From Canada
Contribution from Tom Hsiang 
(dated April 17)

 In mid-March, 2020, provinces across Canada 
had issued advisories regarding social isolation, 
and the start of distance learning for students from 
elementary school to high school to Universities and 
Colleges. Research Staff at Universities were urged 
to shut down all research activities which were not 
considered essential, with the tone becoming ever 
more strict week by week. At that time, most outdoor 
turf activities were minimal because of winter 
conditions in Canada, except for the Pacific coast 
areas in the province of British Columbia, which can 
have year-long turf use. Some golf courses there then 
announced shutdowns, but by mid-April, some have 
announced re-openings with appropriate measures 
to keep safe distances. In Ontario, as of mid-April, 
Golf Courses currently are not allowed to open, but 
essential grounds maintenance is allowed to continue 
with proper safety measure in place. 

 Speculations about how activities might 
change when golf courses can open include the 
following
• eliminating items that can be contaminated 

including rakes in bunkers, ball washers, and 
maybe benches

• raising putting cups so that the ball does not fall 
into the hole

• closing club houses for food services with take-
out only minimizing number of customers in 
pro shops, and encouraging electronic or online 
payment

• mandating only one person per golf cart, unless 
family unit, and sanitizing carts before and after 
use

• controlling amount of traffic around the first tee, 
practice green, and parking lot

• minimizing maintenance staff in the shop, and 
holding staff meetings outside

 As we head into the start of the growing season 
(late April and May onwards across Canada), general 
agricultural and horticultural activities including 
amenity turf maintenance are considered essential, 
but agricultural and horticultural research activities 
may be limited for the near future.

 The situation in France is that we have been in 
lockdown since Mid March and this will continue until 
the 11 May at the earliest.  Golf courses are closed, 
sports fields as well. Some essential maintenance is 
taking place on golf courses and some football clubs 
have brought forward some maintenance works.  
There is no clear indication when or if the professional 
sports will resume again and whether all competitions 
will be expected to finish over the summer before the 
new seasons begin. This will put a lot of pressure on 
pitches over the summer.

 Landscapers stopped very promptly after 
the lockdown, but since their entitlement to the 
government support scheme has come into doubt they 
have steadily started to return to work where social 
distancing can be applied. Some local authorities are 
working.

 The consumer side is very different according 
to the sector. Supermarkets are trading and their market 
share has increased a lot as well as on line business. 
Garden centres were closed to plant sales until last 
week , but have since opened with restrictions. DIY 
sales have stopped completely. 
 
Exhibitions have been cancelled and/or postponed 
but of course for the next six months they all seem to 
be in doubt.
 
As a company we are still trading and the research 
side successfully got the new turf trials sown last 
week.
 
Take care of yourselves, your families and your 
colleagues.
 
Best regards

From France
Contribution from Steven 
Alderton (dated April 20)



International Turfgrass Society - May 2020 Page 9

From New Zealand
Contribution from Alan Stewart 
(dated April 15)

 I hope everyone is looking after themselves 
and families. COVID-19 does not make life easy.
 
 Here in New Zealand we locked down very 
early so have very low numbers. We are going 
through a 4 week lockdown where everybody except 
essential workers are at home (but allowed to visit 
supermarkets and go for exercise each day around 
our immediate neighbourhood). Farming and the 
associated seed industry have been deemed essential 
industries so our business continues. Research 
however, is not essential so we working from home.
Our New Zealand situation https://www.health.
govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-
novel-coronavirus/covid-19-current-situation/covid-
19-current-cases
 
 Interestingly the turf industry was deemed 
non-essential and golf course and parks were not 
allowed to be mowed. After two weeks the authorities 
finally relented and maintenance is deemed essential. 
But even then diseases have started to appear on 
greens.
 
All the best

From Japan
Contributions from Satoru Tanaka 
and Hideaki Tonogi (dated April 
17)

Hope you are doing well.

 In terms of influence by COVID-19, Dr. Satoru 
Tanaka who is assistant professor of Tokyo University 
of Agriculture (member of our International relations 
committee of our society) reports to us as university’s 
conditions as follows: 
 
• First of all, I would like to extend my deepest 

sympathies to the many people who passed away 
or became patients of COVID-19 infection in 
New York,  where ITRC tour has been held in 
2017.

• I would like to briefly describe the correspondence 
of universities and governments in Japan.

• To prevent the spread of COVID-19 infection, 

the start of the new semester from April has been 
postponed. At the moment, many universities 
are planning to restart from early May. Online 
teaching has already started at some universities, 
but the others are preparing. However, we are 
in the process of examining how to operate 
“Training” such as pruning, and “Laboratories” 
such as biology and chemistry.

• In Japan, at early stage of the spread of infection, 
there were found to be the cases in which the 
infection spreads under three conditions (3Cs), 
specifically, closed spaces, crowded spaces 
and close-range conversations. Therefore, the 
government has instructed to avoid these, and 
to recommended washing hands, gargling and 
staying at home. However, the number of cases in 
which the infection route is unknown is increasing, 
and it is unclear if it can be suppressed. There 
is also concern that normal medical care will 
become difficult, when new coronavirus patients 
are fully occupied.

• On the other hand, the lawn is not a closed space. 
In the urban park with lawn, it is also the place 
for city residents to move their bodies “with 
proper distance”. Therefore, although the lawn 
does not have a direct effect like pharmaceuticals, 
we believe that it contributes to maintaining the 
physical functions and stabilizing the mind of 
people.

 
Please be careful.
 
Sincerely,
 
TANAKA Satoru
------------------------
  I also stayed at home for work four days a 
week from the first week of March for six weeks. If I 
go to office once a week, I leave my residence from 
6AM, then back to my residence at 4PM, and then 
additional work at home by 7PM to avoid crowds of 
people. Because my commuting route passes from the 
west side of Tokyo through downtown Tokyo, then 
transit to the east side of Tokyo, it takes 1.5 hours by 
commuting train. 
 From the 6th of April, I stayed at home to 
work all day, for two weeks now. According to a 
government announcement, it is recommended we 
stay at home until the 6th of May. Our annual meeting 
of our society dated 31st of May was cancelled, I am 
anxious to  know if we will cancel our fall meeting 

Continued on next page

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-curr
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-curr
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-curr
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of our society which will be in Toyama in mid-
September, too.

 Since our culture is to have meetings together 
in the office, now we have meetings by Zoom, teams, 
etc. by web increasingly. It is very convenience for 
me, so it has become popular to use these systems in 
the future.

 My sports club, which is available for running, 
fitness programs, spas, and saunas has been closed by 
COVID-19, so I have hard situation to maintain my 
weight control by walking and running every morning 
and some evenings except when rainy.

 When I walk around my residence area, lots 
of school kids are active and play outside at turfed 
parks. They are frustrated staying at home all day I 
imagine, so I hope turfed parks are contributing to a  
healthy recovery.
 
Hideaki Tonogi

From Denmark
Contribution from Christian 
Jensen (dated April 16)

 In Denmark, we have been in lock-down since 
March 12 with a maximum allowance of 10 people 
gathering. Only critical businesses have been allowed 
to uphold activities with appropriate containment 
measures. Agriculture is one of them so DLF has been 
able to maintain seed production working in shifts 
to avoid as many contact situations as possible. All 
sport activities have been canceled but I think private 
turf professionals have been allowed to maintain 
activities. In our R&D lab- and field staff have been 
working on sites respecting social distancing while 
breeders and researchers have been working at home 
since March 12. Denmark will start opening again by 
Monday 20/7, but I don’t believe the government is 
prepared to allow sports and events yet. Our breeders 
will start returning on Monday as they are entering 
their high peak season. Researchers will follow 1-2 
weeks later.
 
 I am curious to get an overview of how the 
official testing sites all over Europe is handling the 
situation as it of course will affect our pipeline of new 
turf varieties being listed. We are trying to clarify that 
at the moment.
 
My best wishes to all of you. Take care!

 Similar to your circumstances, leading up to 
spring break (early March) all teaching at Rutgers 
University was converted to remote formats; this 
policy was recently extended through August 14th. 
Additionally, in-person meetings on University 
property were cancelled through August 14th. Thus, 
we were forced to postpone our two research field 
days in July. We combined the two events into one 
field day to be held on October 7th at Hort Farm 2 in 
North Brunswick NJ.

 By March 20, we were told to “stay at home” 
with an allowance to continue critical ongoing 
research (lab and field) activities but only if social 
distancing could be practiced. More recently (after 
5:00 PM, April 10th) all research programs deem non-
essential were stopped at Rutgers University. Research 
programs were allowed to apply for a exemption but 
exemptions were only granted on a case-by-case basis. 
I believe that all of us in the Rutgers turf program have 
closed our offices and labs; however, the turf program 
was fortunate to receive a preservation exemption 
for field research, which means that germplasm 
and ongoing field research plots can be minimally 
managed to maintain the integrity of the genetic and 
biological resources but with greatly reduced staffing. 
Additionally, a few critical ongoing turf projects were 
granted an exemption to conduct actual research but 
only a few and with the expectation that the scope of 
work will be minimized. 

 Thus, we are currently focused on maintaining 
the integrity of germplasm and research plots at 
Rutgers. No clear directives on when these restrictions 
will be eased or lifted but NY, NJ and other regional 
governors have just decided to continue their very 
restrictive close-down policies through May 15th. 

Hope you are well and safe.

From United States
Contribution from Jim Murphy 
(dated April 16)
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From Norway
Contribution from Trygve S. 
Aamlid (dated May 10)

 As for COVID-19 in Norway, here are some 
facts as of 10 May: 
• About 8000 people (0.2 % of the population) have 

tested positively
• 218 deaths related to COVID 19 (mostly elderly 

people) 
• Unemployment rate has increased from 3 to 12 % 

within the last couple of months. The government 
now offered huge loans to keep businesses alive. 

 We had a 6 week lock down from 12 March 
but are no mostly back to normal, except that we still 
try to keep 1 m distance, wash out hands and – those 
who are able to – work from home.
 Meetings / field days with less than 50 people 
were again accepted this week on the condition that 
participants keep 1 m distance. However, international 
travel restrictions are expected to apply at least until 
August.   
 
 Kindergardens and elementary schools 
reopened 2 weeks ago and middle schools and high 
schools are reopening tomorrow.  
 
 Our research has not been affected to a huge 
extent except that field days have been cancelled and 
that we had budget reductions for a couple of privately 
funded projects. 
 
 No golf courses are closed due to COVID 
19 and most reports indicate an increase in play 
compared to earlier years.

From Chile
Contribution from Alejandra 
Acuna (dated May 13)

 I  hope, at this point of this worldwide crisis, 
everyone is doing fine and families ok too, so in Chile 
things are not getting better, we are getting into Winter 
and numbers of cases are rising: as today in Chile we 
have  34.481 cases, 346 dead, active cases 19.169.

 We have been under partial lock down during 
the day, and curfew from 10 pm until 5 am, since 
March 18th, all social spaces were closed i.e schools, 
universities, restaurants, social clubs, sports areas, 

etc.  However, golf courses were open last week 
generating a big crowd and risk for the players, the 
Chilean government announced total closure again. 

 Essentials agriculture activities are performed 
normal so all the turf grass trials for this season were 
part of this classification and were performed fine 
(maintenance and establishment of new trials)

 At the University, classes and tests are 
performed online and thesis under the greenhouses are 
being performed as necessary taking turns between 
students.

 I received an update from the Peruvian 
Turfrgrass society, Perú and Argentina are being 
under TOTAL lockdown since March 18th , no partial 
as here in Chile.

I hope to see you all healthy next year in Denmark!

From Switzerland
Contribution from Tobias Schmid 
(dated April 23)

 I hope you all are all healthy and doing fine 
now, as in different places lockdown exits are on the 
horizon.
 
 Let me give you some insights into the general 
situation in Switzerland. Actually incidents (23th 

April 2020): Coronavirus cases 28,269;  Coronavirus 
deaths 1549 (in total population of 8.57 Mio). Having 
banned large gatherings in February, Switzerland 
announced further lockdown measures on March 
23, which were later extended to at least April 26. 
Last week, the government unveiled a three-phase 
plan to lift the lockdown starting from April 27. This 
would first see hospital services and some parts of the 
economy return to normality before later re-opening 
schools and retail business by 11th May, and other 
businesses, higher education and public spaces by 
June 8.
 As just a small non-EU member country amidst 
EU, Switzerland urges now neighboring countries to 
coordinate lockdown exit to avert a post-pandemic 
economic and social crisis. Neighboring ministate 
principality Lichtenstein meanwhile is piloting a 
program to fit its citizens with biometric bracelets in a 

Continued on next page
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radical new drive to track the emergence of potential 
cases of Covid-19 in real time.
 
Universities
 Research operations in the rooms of the 
university are completely shut down, unless certain 
research groups that cover well-founded topics are 
authorized to continue their work.  All employees who 
are able to do so should work from home. No face-to-
face teaching takes place for the rest of the semester. 
The courses are replaced by digital solutions. 
 
 Sports fields are closed, but need to be 
maintained in order to keep up their functionality. A 
positive effect of the lockdown here is that for the first 
time ever these pitches can recover and regenerate 
over a longer period of the growing season without 
traffic. Some profit of this situation with more intense 
regenerating measures (overseeding, topdressing).
 
Public green, municipalities
 Field work did not decrease and human 
resources had to be employed in a way respecting 
the rigid rules of social distancing, by separating 
groups during lunch and other breaks and during 
cloakroom times. With time this situation stresses the 
staff as some teammates have no personal interaction 
anymore, leading to (distanced) personal contacts 
during change of shifts.  Some critical work with 
closer personal contact, such as tree transplanting, 
had to be postponed to autumn.  Office workers were 
mostly sent to home office. Daily business tasks 
work well this way, long term running projects too. 
However mid-term projects with some necessary 
decision making and coordination needed seem to be 
put off.
 
 Allotment gardens are open respecting the 
governmental rules. Additionally partying and 
barbecuing was banned.  The unusual steady nice and 
dry weather helps in way that lunch breaks are taken 
outdoors easing to keep up distancing of workmen.
 
 This weather situation all over central 
Europe, by the way, began pretty much exactly with 
corona lockdown and is caused by blocking high. 
This phenomenon is observed more often in spring 
in recent years and may lead to very dry situations 
unfavorable to agricultural production and sometimes 
to late night frosts. 
 
 As seedsman I can say we have no disruption 
in the chain so far, nor up- nor downstream. Stay 
healthy!

From Sweden
Contribution from Maria 
Strandberg (dated April 20)

 First I would like to share some insights 
related to the life after COVID-19. Based on 
discussions during the last three weeks with national 
and international authorities, international golf 
organizations, environmental organizations and 
research organizations, it is clear that we will have 
a new start (not a restart) after the COVID-19 crisis. 
In the coming new start all aspects, environmental, 
economic and social, of sustainability will have higher 
priority than ever before. Therefore, our research 
activities are crucial for continuing to develop a 
sustainable and successful turfgrass sector. New 
knowledge and research results will help the turfgrass 
industry to meet important challenges. These include 
the pressures from government demands for greater 
environmental regulation, the increasing pressure on 
natural resources (notably water, energy and land), 
the emerging role of turf management in supporting 
ecosystem services and enhancing biodiversity, 
the continued need to promote integrated pest 
management, and the looming challenges posed by 
a changing climate, and urgent need to adapt. All our 
research activities also contribute to the fulfilment of 
the 17 SDGs in Agenda 2030.
 
 2020 will be challenging for all of us, so also 
for STERF. The main funding for STERF-projects 
are coming from the Nordic golf federations and the 
golf sector are suffering severely from the economic 
crises following COVID-19. This means that STERF 
might have to cut down on research activities and put 
down a number of projects during 2020-2022. 
 
 Sweden is one of the countries that have not 
been totally locked down because of COVID-19. We 
have sever restrictions to work from home, minimize 
social contacts, keep distance and not travel within 
Sweden. All university teaching is on distance and 
on-line. But universities and other workplaces are 
open, so are also shops and restaurants. People are 
encourage to spend time outdoors, for example 
walking, jogging and playing golf. Golf has also been 
suggested in national media as a good outdoor activity 
during COVID-19. All golf courses in Sweden are 
open for social golf play, but not for tournaments and 
club house activities. This has resulted in the best 
start of the golf season in Sweden in five years. 
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Please Use Autofill: 

Name:         Affiliation: 
Address: 
    
City:      State:  
Postal Code: 
Country:  
Phone:     Fax:  

E-Mail: 

PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP TYPE DESIRED: 

  Regular Membership Fee (2017-2021)  $325.00 USD  
  
  Sustaining Membership Fee (2017-2021)  $1000.00 USD

  Student Membership Fee (2017-2021)           $150.00 USD*

       R  Retired Membership Fee (2017 - 2021) $25.00 USD
  
PLEASE INDICATE METHOD OF PAYMENT: 

  Check**      PayPal

  Bank Wire Transfer, please contact j_r.james@syngenta.com for instructions & account 
       information

*   Student member must have confirmation letter from major faculty advisor.
** To avoid heavy collection fees, only checks from U.S. affiliated banks will be accepted. 
     Please make check payable to:  International Turfgrass Society. 
 
MAIL OR E-MAIL THIS COMPLETED FORM, ALONG WITH 1) YOUR CHECK OR 2) YOUR 
PAYPAL INFORMATION OR 3) THE WIRE TRANSFER INFORMATION TO:

J.R. James
Syngenta
410 S. Swing Road
Greensboro, NC 27409 
USA 

Email: j_r.james@syngenta.com
   

Check here, if you do not want your information to be listed on the ITS Website or Newsletter.

INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP/PAYMENT OF DUES

mailto:j_r.james%40syngenta.com?subject=ITRS%20Membership


Please send comments, feedback, and turfgrass
news articles for future issues to the newsletter editor.  
If you know any non-members, new faculty, staff, and 
new personnel involved in turfgrass research who 
might be interested in joining ITS please forward 
their e-mail address to the newsletter editor and they 
will also receive the Triannual issues of International 
Turfgrass.

The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter 
is August 15, 2020

Directors 

ITS Board Members 2017 - 2021
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Environment Research Foundation)
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Officers
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Chiba University
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Newsletter Editor
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Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, OK 74078
Tel: +1 405 744 6830
nathan.walker@okstate.edu 
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